


When Male/mt is without Her unificlltion 

From this comes all suffering and evil desires to mankind 

In my last essays (2009)2 I attempted to articulate an approach based on the 
Hassidic reworking of the notion of the Schechina as the incanrnted divine within 
each of us. 111 the Myth of the Ayalla (2014}' The Ayalla represents the Schechina, 
who provides nourishment for the world and its creatures through Her travails. She 
seems trapped down here in the world of reality and through Her suffering the 
Divine is aroused to take mercy on the world and provide water and sustenance 
through her agency exclusively. The story of the Heart and the Spring4 allow Rebbe 
Nachman to similarly express the suffering of the Schechina, trapped as She, is in 
this world, and similarly but in a different way, depend of the "Man of True 
Kindness" to maintain her relationship with the source by being fed the wisdom 
and acts of charity by the Beggar who Stammers. 

Since then, through further works of Rebbe Nachman, I was opened to a darker 
side of this divine hypostasis, alternatively known as Malchut, the lowest sefirah of 
the divine 10 holographic nodal points of the divine persona. J have since then, 
tried to demonstrate that the feminine Divine (Schechinah) was an essential and 
forgotten aspect of or worship. 

In this essay I wanted to further the myth by aiticulating the evolution between Reb 
Nachmai1's notion of Schechina and the Degel Machaneh Efraim, his uncle (and 
grandson of the Baal Shem Tov). 

Imps. ,1a11r I. ,qu;irl·,pan: xrn11 ,talic S0-17dl· I <1<:-Ui(l'.Y,a-k.•:!-kdX I t 5731117aatJl7'.!<,(,h171· I (xlXh'J t-l<1371J �5Xtl'J 

60 Tlw t Srh<'d11 11a+co11scim1�11c�s t and, Reh t '.\al lH11a1H ', I �•, xw·, ()«J, t 1.o,t, l 11 111n·,� pdl 

4 

h11p,: ,tatil' I ,quarc,pacc l'Oll) �llllll' SO-l-7dcl<>e-lbO:!<,a-k3:!-lnlXI 1 SX1 JXh;i33<,hXl5hc.'ifll67.17 1, 1-I-X6-lll-tl51'.! 

SX I hc+Parado,1ral+\ k,halim+of 1 :-icl er.; Bal11r+11c, er t hit+llll' �until 11his+) i.:ar 1 ,, h.:n 1 ,Lmh in.,+thc+/ ohar+\\ h1l h 

had.pd!' 

and sec also Ciltp: ",, ,, j, 11 1t"jtr.c·nm pcxlca,1 "l(l IS IO 22 the: Joq-p, 11Kl'" .. o I 



In Likutei Mehoran I, (Torah 260) at times the Schechina requires a "pogrom for its 
unification with the divine". This claim at once shocked me as to the horror of the 
mere notion that the Lurianic intradivine fracture might be healed (the yichud) at 
the expense of human massacres and martyrology, yet on the other hand, this 
deeply mythic view of human suffering might, just might be powerful enough to 
match the Rabbinic Parables of protest I had worked on for so long, with their 
embedded and often hidden sense of protest as to the divine indifference or even 
participation in human tragedy . 
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sensation of desire which you then interpret narratively like being in the Matrix. 
You make sense of it all by telling yourself this lifelong story to explain your 
experiences as they happen to you. You weave a tale and believe your own stories. 
Because that's what humans do; We're Pan Narrans - the story-telling ape. 

A nd miss the tmth. 

As soon as you say, "[ don't want to be a story-telling ape, I want to be human," 
then you are going out to war on the enemy. And the guarantee is that God puts the 
enemy into your hands and there you are, Lo and Behold! the Shechina. Illusion 
drops away and reality opens up. 

We used to talk of this Degel as pushing the notion that our desires are the 
Shechina calling on us to help her. But here he's gone beyond that. There is no 
separate us and her. What we think of as Us is the illusion. Because Us is a 
confused bundle of needs and desires. Here the Degel invites us to try and abandon 
that paradigm completely. To attempt to look beyond our desires, to allow 
ourselves to experience the possiblity that we ourselves are not real; we're a 
projection of divine desire manifesting as a bundle, a node, a temporary swift 
flowing aglomeration of human awareness in the vast field of Divine Potential 
moving briefly across Time, given an instant in which to realise itself, and to move 
beyond that seductive selfawareness to the fact of its particular state. We are like 
seething particles in the vacuum fluctuation of SpaceTime popping in and out of 
Existence. We are mayflies hovering over the primordial soup of chaos and void , 
given but a moment to realise the full awfulness of Awe. 
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