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It is with great sadness that we report the passing of Rebbetzin Henya Geldzahler a”h. 
Rebbetzin Geldzahler was the wife of Rav Eliyahu Yehoshua Geldzahler, one of the 
leading talmidim of Rav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz zt”l and Rav Gedaliah Shor zt”l and the 
founder of Ohr Yisroel institutions in the United States. 

Rebbetzin Geldzahler was a daughter of the Michtav M’Eliyahu, Rav Eliyahu Eliezer 
Dessler zt”l, and served as the consummate eizer kenegdo to her husband. Together, 
they raised a family of bnei and bnos Torah and respected talmidei chachomim. 

The Rebbetzin is survived by her husband, Rav Eliyahu Yehoshua, and her children, Rav 
Moshe Chaim and Toby Geldzahler, Rav Daniel and Shaindy Geldzahler, Rabbi Henoch 
and Mindel Teitelbaum, Rabbi Leibel and Bluma Wulliger and Rabbi Shmuel and Chaya 
Blau. She was predeceased by her son, Rav Eliezer Geldzahler zt”l, illustrious rosh 
yeshiva of Yeshiva Ohr Yisroel, husband of Mrs. baila Geldzahler. She also leaves behind 
a brother, Rav Nochum Zev Dessler, dean of the Hebrew Academy of Cleveland. 

The levaya was held this morning at her home, located at 6 Elyon Road, off of Maple 
Avenue, in Monsey, NY, and shivah will be observed there. 

Yehi zichrah boruch.                                                              Wednesday November 18, 2009 1

I met her on two occasions. Both times at the bedside or wheelchair of her son Rav Eliezer the 
brother on law of my Rebbe, Reb Efraim Twersky shlita. She asked me to heal her son. I told 
her that I would do my utmost however I wanted a deal. In return she would write. I had hear 
she was a poet and longed to read her work. Many of the Litvishe Rebbetzins from Europe were 
highly educated in literature and wrote poetry and literature themselves albeit secretly.  

She, of course, demurred but on my insistence reluctantly agreed. I also wanted the “inside 
story” from Rabbi Dessler’s daughter! The untold aspects of his personality, the complexity of 
his character and his relationship with Chassidut. 

Ironically his last wish, to develop a yeshiva that incorporated the intellectuality of Litvishe 
learning with the Hassidishe way of davening and worship, never fulfilled, became reality with 
his grandson’s yeshiva in upstate New York, “Ohr Yisroel”.  

Who was the influencing power in this gaon’s life? 

She still haunts me. I miss her absent poems.  

——————————————————————————————————————————- 
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Yitzchok Horowitz (commonly known as Reb Itche der Masmid; Bereznehuvate , ... - Kherson , 
30 November 1941 ) was a rabbi , mystic and theologian Russian scholar orthodox jew , 
renowned Mashpia and mentor of the movement Chabad-Lubavitch in the period pre- war 
Europe . Burned alive by the Nazis in a synagogue near Kherson . 
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Born in the town of Bereznehuvate, in the Governorate of Kherson , parents Shlomo Menachem 
Mendel and Elka Horowitz In the area where he lived, the second Rebbe of Lubavitch , Rabbi 
Dovber Schneuri , had organized and encouraged the establishment of Jewish agricultural 
colonies Lubavitcher Rebbe. 

Reb Itche took on the nickname "Masmid" (which refers to an assiduous scholar of the Torah , a 
Talmid Chacham) in his youth, when he used to study hard until late at night.  He continued in 
this way for life , constantly trying to improve and the admiration of the surrounding. It is said 
that he obtained the level of Beinoni described in the text of the Chassidic classic Tanya , and 
that is the one whose thought, word and action reflects the Code of Law Jewish . [1] He 
despised all the materialistic things and pleasures narcissistic world and it is said that when he 
visited Manhattan (and its skyscrapers), exclaimed: "Of ofanim Hoben do gekakt gut" ("Angels 
They have really defecated here! "- alluding to an idea discussed in Chassidic philosophy that 
materialism is literally an excrement of the spirit world). 

He served as the "emissary" ( shaliach ) of the fifth Rebbe Lubavitcher Rabbi Sholom Dov Ber 
Schneersohn (the Rebbe Rashab), and the sixth Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok Schneersohn 
(the Rebbe Rayatz). He traveled throughout Europe and encouraged the Hasidic Jews and 
others he met, to intensify their devotion and Hasidic commitment. His influence and devotion 
spread beyond the borders of the Chabad movement, reaching many other Orthodox Jews, 
especially Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler of the Musar movement, who included many ideas of 
Hasidic philosophy in his writings.  

In 1917, the Bolshevik Revolution broke out in Russia , and after a while just about any type of 
formal Jewish education was outlawed regime Bolshevik . Any person guilty of this "crime" was 
in danger of being sent to prison and executed, and many young rabbis followed this fate. Reb 
Itche continued its work to strengthen the Jewish observance despite this danger, and survived 
the period of persecution. 

Reb Itche was killed by the Nazis on 10 Kislev , 5702 (30 November 1941 ). They took him, 
along with many other Jews in a synagogue near Kherson , poured the fuel on the synagogue 
and set it on fire, burning alive all internees.  

Nightly Farbrengens with R’ Itche der Masmid 

In those days, many Chassidic young men lived in Charkov and there was a warm Chassidic 
atmosphere in the Chabad community. R’ Itche der Masmid would occasionally visit the city and 
stay with R’ Mendel Deitsch. His visits were special spiritual experiences for the young men of 
the community, as he would farbreng with them every night for hours. Although most of the men 
worked during the day, they did not hesitate to come to his farbrengens night after night, even 
when they ended in the morning. R’ Zalman later recounted that it would happen that a 
farbrengen ended in the morning, and he would immediately head to Shacharis and then to 
work. 

R’ Itche would drink a lot of mashke at his farbrengens. One time, at the end of a farbrengen he 
staggered in his tipsiness and R’ Zalman supported him. R’ Zalman heard him mumbling again 
and again, “Ich hub dir lib” (I love you). R’ Zalman asked him who he loved and R’ Itche said, 
“HaKadosh Baruch Hu!” 

The farbrengens with R’ Itche were an elixir of life for the men of the Charkov community and 
they wouldn’t pass them up for anything. On Sukkos, they could not farbreng in the sukka for it 
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was too dangerous. Instead, they held it in the home of one of Anash with mashke and herring 
without mezonos. 

——————————————————————————————————————————- 

 

In a letter dated 22 Iyar, 5755, Reb Eliyahu Yehoshua Geldtzeller shlita, Rabbi Dessler’s son-in-
law, describes to me  how his father-in-law was drawn to the spirit of Chabad 2

Chassidus at a very young age: 

1. When he was learning in Homil, which, as known, was a chassidic city, he became exposed 
to Lubavitcher chassidim and Chabad Chassidus, and prayed regularly at the Chabad shul with 
his father, Reb Reuven Ber. (the only Shul that the Bundisten had no influence). 

2. I heard from my father in-law, of blessed memory, that when he was twelve years old — that 
is, in the year 5664 (1903-04) — his father asked Reb Chaim Ozer, his father’s brother-in-law, to 
send him an outstanding bachur to learn with his son. Reb Chaim Ozer sent him a nineteen-
year-old bachur by the name of Reb Bentzion Natlavitch. (Reb Chaim Ozer wrote to him that 
this bachur is such a Torah scholar, he is proficient in the entire Mishna L’Melech). 
Long after I heard this story, I was already living in Forest Hills, when I found out that this Reb 
Bentzion Natlavitch (who had already immigrated to the U.S. and was an important member of 
Agudas HaRabbanim) was living right near my apartment. I visited him a number of times, and 
he joined me for the Shabbos meals when his wife was sick. 
He told me all about that time period in which he learnt with my father-in law when he was a 
child in Homil. He also told me an interesting thing: Reb Reuven Ber, my father-in-law’s father 
made him agree in writing that he would pray at the beis ha’midrash of the Lubavitcher 
Chassidim, because the Bundisten had already infiltrated all the other shuls, and he didn’t want 
his son to be influenced by them in any way, G-d forbid. The only shul that the Bundistin had not 
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infiltrated was the Chabad beis midrash. One can thus appreciate the attitude toward Chabad 
Chassidus that my father-in-law, Rav Dessler zatzal, picked up at home. 

3. Reb Reuven Ber’s first wife passed away after she gave birth to my father-in-law. He then 
married the daughter of the great rabbi, Reb Yaakov Rabinovitz of Telz. She was also the sister 
of the wife of the gaon and chassid, Rav Yaakov Landau zatzal, chief rabbinical judge of B’nei 
Brak. This [second wife of Reb Reuven Ber] was the woman who raised my father-in-law. [My 
father-in-law] thus always called Rav Landau “uncle.” 

4. He had a wide range of knowledge of Chassidic texts — not only Chabad Chassidus, 
but also the works of Reb Tzadok HaKohen of Lublin, and Likkutei Moharan. 

5. When he was a young man of about twenty-five, he traveled to the Rebbe Rashab, who had 
already moved to Rostov. This is documented in Marbitzei Torah U’Muser, volume 3, page 55:  

“He once traveled to see the Admur Reb Shalom Ber Schneerson at his court in Rostov, and 
they spoke about profound matters.” 

6. In 5708 (1947-480, Rav Dessler visited the U.S. and he went into the Rebbe Rayatz for a 
private audience. On Erev Rosh HaShana, 5710 (1949-50), he wrote the Rebbe Rayatza letter 
of blessing, concluding with: “I count myself among the masses who esteem his splendid 
holiness.” 

7. In 5748 (1947-48), I went to the Rebbe in fulfillment of the mitzvah of comforting a mourner. I 
told the Rebbe that my father-in-law, Rav Dessler ztl, saw both the Rebbe Rashab and the 
Rebbe Rayatz, and that he was influential in disseminating Chassidus — especially the Tanya— 
in the yeshiva world. Rav Dessler began his learning of Chabad Chassidus at a young age.  

“The Reb Itche der Masmid leading Lubavitcher Chassidim of Homil opened before him the 
gates of wisdom, understanding and knowledge.” 

Many years later, during his tenure in London, the gaon continued to discuss Chassidus with 
elderly Chabad scholars, such as the gaon and chassid, Reb Yerachmiel Binyominson, o.b.m, 
and the gaon and chassid, Reb Yitzchok of Homil, o.b.m. (“Itche Der Masmid”). 

The following appear in Marbitzei Torahv U’Muser, ibid, pages 65-66: 

“One of the great Chabad mashpiim, Rebbi Yitzchak Horowitz, nicknamed Itche Der Masmid, 
once stayed at the home [of Rav Dessler] in London for a considerable amount of time. 
Throughout the duration of Reb Itche’s stay, the two of them toured all of Pardes. There was not 
a single matter that Rav Eliyahu Eliezer [Dessler] did not clarify with [Reb Itche], to the 
extent that he would later say that the days he spent exposed to the profoundest secrets, 
clarifying the hidden matters with Reb Itche, were the best days of his life. In the ensuing 
years, this time period was to leave its mark on his spiritual development. 
When he became the rosh kollel of Gateshead, he established a Tanya class. 

He once visited Monsey, and was invited to give a Musser talk in Beis Midrash HaElyon. For an 
hour and a half he clarified the Alter Rebbe’s profound footnote in Chapter 2 of Tanya, regarding 
Chabad of Atzilus and that which is higher than Atzilus.” 

In a letter to Rav Dessler dated 4 Nissan, 5697, the Rebbe Rayatz addresses him with the 
following titles: 
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“The honorable, very noble, and celebrated rav and gaon, lover of uprightness, man of fine 
character and fear of G-d, our teacher, the rav, Rabbi E.E. Dessler shlita, [of] London.”  

The Rebbe proceeds to thank him for “the great affection you honor is showing him [the gaon 
and chassid, Reb Itche Der Masmid], and the good efforts you are making to assist him with his 
matters.” 

The Rebbe blesses him “that G-d should assist you and all who help you, in all 
spiritual and material matters.” 

——————————————————————————————————————————- 

I never fulfilled my part of the bargain. Reb Eliezer died in 2004.   3

In November 2009 Rebbetzin Henya passed away. She never wrote for me. 
I never saw her poetry. She never wrote about her father. She was so gentle a woman, so 
refined, such still suffering over her beloved son, my heart bled for her. I failed her of course. He 
was in a coma vigil. I never should have promised her anything I new that. I used my position of 
power to somehow seduce her into writing. She knew that too. She knew that too. 
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